
African American Civil Rights Grants
GSU World Heritage receives $50,000

The U.S. Department of the Interior and the National Park Service today announced $12.6
million in grants for 51 projects in 24 states that preserve sites and highlight stories related
to the African American struggle for equality in the 20th century. Among the recipients was
Georgia State University, which received $50,000 for Nominating U.S. Civil Rights Sites
to the World Heritage List. 

“The GSU World Heritage Initiative is grateful for the grant funding from the U.S. Department
of the Interior,” Project Director and GSU History Professor Glenn T. Eskew said,
adding that “the award signifies an NPS endorsement of our efforts to prepare a Serial
Nomination of U.S. Civil Rights Sites that through inscription on the World Heritage List will
enhance the recognition, understanding and preservation of iconic movement sites
associated with the American struggle for racial equality and will share that story with an
international audience.”

“Through the work and engagement of public and private partners, these grants will
preserve a defining part of our nation’s diverse history,” National Park Service Deputy
Director Dan Smith said. “By working with local communities to preserve these historic
places and stories, we will help tell a more complete narrative of the African American
experience in the pursuit of civil rights.”

Led by faculty members from the GSU Department of History, its Heritage Preservation
Program, African American Studies, and the GSU Center for Neighborhood and Metropolitan
Studies, the multiyear project began in October 2016. Eskew heads the effort and secured
the initial nearly $650,000 from the State of Alabama Department of Tourism that enabled the
hiring of Project Manager and historic preservationist Anne H. Farrisee who coordinates the
everyday work of faculty and graduate research assistants. 

The NPS African American Civil Rights Program was funded in 2016 by the U. S. Congress
using the Historic Preservation Fund revenues from federal oil leases. The grant received by
GSU will support a critical component of the project, the first round of community outreach
sessions where property owners and stakeholders will discuss with the GSU Team the
World Heritage Program, the nomination process, and the crafting of site management plans
and buffer zones to protect the properties in perpetuity.  

Click here for the full list of grant recipients.

https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1207/03-12-2018-aacr-grants.htm


Questions? Comments?
Contact Anne Farrisee at afarrisee@gsu.edu or 404.413.6353. 

Or go to our website at worldheritage.gsu.edu.
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