
Civil Rights in the News
GSU World Heritage Initiative Featured

With the successful national launch of the U.S. Civil Rights Trail on the Martin Luther King
Jr. National Holiday that actually fell on his January 15 birthday this year, and the upcoming
50th anniversary of Dr. King’s assassination on April 4th, the American Civil Rights
Movement has been featured in the news this winter. Georgia State University’s World
Heritage Initiative to develop a Serial Nomination of U.S. Civil Rights Sites for potential
inscription on the World Heritage List has also received a fair amount of media attention, in
part because of the announcement that the National Park Service selected GSU to receive a
$50,000 African American Civil Rights Grant in support of this work. 

One of the more perceptive articles about the GSU
World Heritage Initiative appeared in the March 19 issue
of the Saporta Report. Editor Maria Saporta, the highly
regarded and long-time observer of Atlanta, wrote the
piece. A 27-year-veteran of the Atlanta Journal-
Constitution who left the daily paper for a weekly
column in the Atlanta Business Chronicle in 2008
where she continues to contribute features and news
articles, Saporta is seen as having an insider’s view to

what goes on in Atlanta’s business community. Thus her Saporta Report is required
reading for those in the know. Saporta is an Atlanta native who earned a master’s degree at
GSU.

Click here to see the story by Maria Saporta,

U.S. Civil Right Trail Going Strong

Since its highly successful launch in January, the U.S. Civil
Right Trail (USCRT) keeps gaining momentum, with over
2.53 million estimated coverage views and 70,000 website
sessions averaging almost six minutes a piece. At its Travel
South Domestic Showcase, the “industry launch” of the
U.S. Civil Rights Trail for the southeastern tourism industry
occurred the week of March 19th. Gathered in Biloxi,
Mississippi, some 700 industry leaders watched a moving
presentation by Lee Sentell of Alabama Tourism on the
USCRT and received a special issue of the Group Travel

https://saportareport.com/gsu-leading-effort-to-get-u-s-civil-rights-sites-on-the-world-heritage-list/


Leader magazine that published 17,000 copies of the U.S. Civil Rights Trail Travel Guide
and distributed them at the convention. The Travel South USA Board of Directors agreed to
support the USCRT with marketing funds and prepare a process whereby additional sites
might be added to the Trail.

Click here for the Trail website.

Earlier in March, at ITB Berlin, the World’s Leading Travel
Trade Show (the ITB stands for Internationale Tourismus-
Borse Berlin), representatives from Travel South USA rolled
out the U. S. Civil Rights Trail to high acclaim as European
travel industry representatives favorably received the civil
rights tourism initiative. More than 100,000 trade visitors
attended the convention. Travel South USA enjoyed a similar
overwhelmingly positive response from the United Kingdom
Travel Trade show at the World Travel Mart in London last
November. Consequently Travel South has set the stage for

the U.S. Civil Rights Trail to play an important role in future inbound tourism coming to the
American South from Great Britain and Europe.

Questions? Comments?
Contact Anne Farrisee at afarrisee@gsu.edu or 404.413.6353. 

Or go to our website at worldheritage.gsu.edu.
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