
Commemorating Martin Luther King, Jr
Events Honor Dr. King on the 50th Anniversary of his Assassination

April 4, 2018 marked the 50th anniversary of the assassination of the Reverend Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Around the world communities commemorated the event with programs that
celebrated the life of the slain civil rights leader. 

Locations Across the Nation
At 7:01 p.m. Wednesday, April 4th, the very moment that an assassin’s bullet killed the
nonviolent advocate for racial justice and peace, bells rang out across the nation 39 times,
one for each year of life lived by the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. In Atlanta, the King
family rang a bell at the King Center while in Memphis a bell tolled at the National Center for
Civil Rights at the Lloraine Motel. Elsewhere churches, universities and organizations in
America and the world joined in the tolling of the bells.

Atlanta, GA
April 4: After two hours of silent tours of the King Birth Home on Auburn Avenue, a
Remembrance Day commemorative program began in the historic Ebenezer Baptist
Church. The surviving King children - Martin III, Dexter and Bernice - laid a wreath at the
crypt of their parents on the grounds of the King Center.

April 5: At the Martin Luther King, Jr. National Historical Park, the new exhibit, From
Memphis to Atlanta: 50 Forward, examines the final days of King's life, from his journey
to Memphis to join a campaign on behalf of poor sanitation workers demanding a living
wage through his death and return to Atlanta for his funeral. 

Panel discussion on poverty at the Beloved
Community Talks Symposium.

April 5-6: The Martin Luther King, Jr. Center for
Nonviolent Social Change, Inc. hosted the
Beloved Community Talks Symposium
"Together We Win . . . Fighting Racism, Poverty
and Militarism." Dr. Bernice King, dr. john powell,
George Lakey and Marian Wright Elderman
delivered keynote addresses with panel
discussions and brainstorming sessions by the
participants designed to result in a white paper
addressing Dr. King's "Three Evils" of “racism,
poverty, and militarism.” 

https://www.nps.gov/malu/planyourvisit/the_drum_major_returns_home.htm
http://www.belovedcommunitytalks.org/


April 9: MLK50 Forward: Together We Win
with Love for Humanity commemorative service
at Ebenezer Baptist Church's Heritage Sanctuary.
The program took as its theme Dr. King’s
sermon, “The Drum Major Instinct,” in which he
preached his own eulogy. At the conclusion of
the service, the family led The March for
Humanity from the Historic Ebenezer Baptist
Church to the MLK, Jr. statue in front of the
Georgia State Capitol. There a Love for
Humanity program featured an impressive
lineup of speakers including Georgia Governor
Nathan Deal, Atlanta Mayor Keisha Lance
Bottoms, and the Reverend Dr. and Elder Bernice
King with musical accompaniment by the choirs
from Morehouse and Spelman Colleges, and
Clark Atlanta University.

The March on Humanity ended at the
Georgia State Capitol with a rally.

Memphis, TN
April 2-3: The National Civil Rights Center's yearlong commemoration of the assassination
continued with the MLK50: Where Do We Go From Here? Symposium. A panel of legal
experts opened the conference on the first day with leaders and scholars engaging the
audience on the second day of the symposium.

April 4: A commemorative ceremony on the balcony of the Lorraine Motel included an
interfaith liturgy, musical tributes, and a ceremonial changing of the wreath outside Room
306.  Speakers included former Ambassador Andrew Young and the Reverend Jesse
Jackson, both of whom stood beside King at the moment of his murder. That evening, the
50th Anniversary Commemoration/An Evening of Storytelling brought together
scholars, lawyers, practitioners, celebrities, icons and the community to remember the life
and legacy of the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

April 5: The city of Memphis officially unveiled its I AM A MAN Plaza on Thursday next
to Clayborn Temple, a key rallying point for the historic 1968 Memphis sanitation strike. The
plaza features a large sculpture of the "I Am A Man" slogan made famous by the 1968
strike, and a wall with the names of 1,300 strikers, among other artworks.

Washington, DC
April 4: The day began with a morning prayer vigil at the National Park Service’s Martin
Luther King, Jr. Memorial on the National Mall, followed by a silent march from the memorial
to the lawn in front of the American History Museum used as the site of the ACT to End
Racism Rally, which featured speakers, including religious leaders, artists, and activists.

Questions? Comments?
Contact Anne Farrisee at afarrisee@gsu.edu or 404.413.6353. 

Or go to our website at worldheritage.gsu.edu.

http://mlk50.civilrightsmuseum.org/mlk50-where-do-we-go-from-here-symposium
http://mlk50.civilrightsmuseum.org/mlk50-where-do-we-go-from-here-symposium
http://mlk50.civilrightsmuseum.org/a-eveningof-storytelling
mailto:afarrisee@gsu.edu
http://worldheritage.gsu.edu/

